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blarne for the Pominican Republic mess. The fact that such a hunt is on is sufficient proof

thatithe Administration realizes the whole military intervention opeération has been
its - follow-- j |

fouled up in
through phases.

TTe effort to'p %m the blame else-
where than on President Johnson
“has started with a rush in the last
24 hours. The first proposal can-
didates for the White House dog-

house have been U.S, Ambassador'

W. Tapley Bennett Jr.; the new
CIA chief, Adm. William F. Ra-
born Jr., and Undersecretary of
State Thomas C. Mann.

It does not matter whether any
of these three are actually culpa-
ble. There has to be a scapegoat
list,-even if, as at present, it is
passed along‘ surreptitiously by
uflluftls whose tips usually reflect

the White House line.

It Could Be g Long List

Because the ervors in judg-
ment, or misinterpretation of the
Administration’s. . program for
“bringing order out of chaos,
involve diplomatic, military and
intelligence agenecies, the list of
“scapegoats equld be pretty long.

Certainly it could be more ex-|

tencive in  connection with the
present messed-up situation than
‘the voll of "wrong guessers.and
 blundering operatives in John F.
]&ennedys Bay of Pigs fiasco in
1961,

Comparatively innocent high
officials had _to“tuke, the rap

CIA Chief Raborn
Too new to be blamed?

under Kennedy in 1961, such as

the -then CIA head Allen Dulles,
his deputy Richard M. Bissell Jr,, |

and the then chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Ly-
man, Lemnitzer. But Kennuiv at
that  time accepted the whole
blame himself. To date the White

)

elination.

Instead, Ambassador Bennett
is being blamed on various vague
counts: that he failed to have

can
sized the danger :to American
lives in urging the President to
rush the marines in on April 28.

Raborn of“the CIA is nccused

to the White House about the
Communist threat. This charge,
from Administration sources that

sense. Raborn had just heen gsworn
in on April 28 when Johnson or-
dered the marines in: The main
CIA appeal for prompt action
came from retiring CIA chief
John McCone. ’

Mann_ in a Key Spot .

sistently cast aspersions on the!
value of CIA “evaluations.”

is caught in, the- scapegoat hunt
sidered more -instrumental iban

any other ‘adviser in the Presi-
'dent’s decmon to act at. once. On

Continued

House has shown no similar in- |

the right contacts in the Domini- |
epublie, that he overempha- |

of making too emotional an appeal |

should know better, makes little’

But the' digs at Raborn are!
basically aimed at the intelligence ;
operation he heads, The State De-!
partment and Pentagon have con-!

i
Under secretary of State Mahn

mainly because he has been con-
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Ambassador Bennett: " Undersecretary Mann
Many fingers point at him He has the boss’ ear
. . . nto Domingo last Saturday.
emispheric affairs his views have 1r:'[-ohes aaim was to gend the fighting.
ponsistently carried great weight: This mission sought unsuccess-
Wl,ti,};lLBJ' ide Administration i |fully to form a coalition govern-
| The inside Administoation in-, mont headed by ANCO L o et
' adg aspects. Somepo% those trying ‘f}‘u‘gﬁs’%f:éﬁ’_‘d, of exiled Fresicen
tohmake Argxbassador Beﬁnett the| Guzman’s left-wing status was|
vhipping boy are really-after guch as to have made him sus-|
Elaﬂn- '}‘hef]atter is COHSi%el'ed re- | pect, but it is held in intelligence

onsible for Bennctt’s being in . eclrcles here that the Bundy mis-
anto Domingo in the first v ‘dce-l»sion refused to accept this Guz-
There is an almost hysterieal | man valuation.
effort by those in the possiblel = On almost every aspeet of th
line_of Presidential fire to PHS‘SJpresent niessed-up situatiorg
- ' cies -and . there have been false notes struc
T‘”L. l?uckl‘.to other agencie here, What leaks out of thd
individua ® or McG. Bundy Too State Department, Pentagon oy
Knife Out for McG. bun y Too . CIA privately has no relation td
For example, certain high in-" the statements 1§sued publicly by
tvlligcnci officials have .the lmifeVth?,AdglmStflatmln even at j‘hf
out for McGeorge Bundy, White w“teU ouset e]ve‘;. ¢ 1't>
| House rational serurity adviser. nneutral Neu l'al y o
Bundy is. blamed for the White foﬁﬁiﬂmttfdfy"“iﬁa?g%3‘1-"13-35}3,‘
House detision to send a special were in strictl ya neutral postur
 mission on a_desperation basis in the Dominican Republie. Al

- - T the evidence from the scene, in
cluding motion pictures and com|
ments from our paratroopers an
narines themselves: indicates ouf

o

military are playing footsie wit
the Junta, while the Bundy mi
“sion has been playing footsie with
the rebels—at least on certai
days of the week. . |

¢ The buckpassing, the lack
¢fficial candor and all the bacy-1
biting going on herc suggest only’
one thing. The  President has
found himself boxed in with
throughly loused-up situation
his hands, and he is trying d4-
sperately to find a wa yout: Whit
basically went wrong?

There 1s no argument abojt
that. Johnson was led to beliefe
that once we put our. troops
ashore the whole mess could
cleared up in a few days with]a
temporary coalition governmept |
operating to stabilize the countipy.
Instead, this is the fourth wegk
of our intervention, and no ith-

mediate solution is in sight.




